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Introduction

• First survey conducted in 2020 and second survey in 2021
• Data collected in 2021
• Online institutional survey (only one reply per HEI)
• Replies from 496 HEIs in 112 countries and territories
• Data allowing statistical relevant analysis at global and regional level in 

:  Africa, the Americas,  Asia & Pacific and Europe

LINK to the Survey: https://www.iau-aiu.net/The-Second-IAU-Global-Survey-
Report-on-the-Impact-of-COVID-19

https://www.iau-aiu.net/The-Second-IAU-Global-Survey-Report-on-the-Impact-of-COVID-19
https://www.iau-aiu.net/The-Second-IAU-Global-Survey-Report-on-the-Impact-of-COVID-19


Regional distribution

• The Americas region is underrepresented mainly due to few responses from North America

• 92% of replies from the Americas are coming from Latin America and the Caribbean



1. Governance

2. Teaching and Learning

3. Research

4. Community/Societal Engagement

Areas surveyed



1.  GOVERNANCE



Impact on revenue
90% have tuition fees, 74% have public funding, 73% have other income and 62% have private sector funding 



Public funding by region



Tuition fees by region



Financial sustainability by region



Domestic student enrolmentDomestic student enrolment



Domestic student enrolmentInternational student enrolment



Domestic student enrolmentWorkload of academic staff



2. TEACHING & LEARNING



Domestic student enrolmentShift to remote teaching & learning
89% of the HEIs offer remote teaching and learning and only 11 % do not (Europe 92% / Africa 82%)



2. TEACHING & LEARNING

Change of internationalization strategy
• At the majority of HEIs the pandemic has not caused a change of the internationalization strategy yet (31% changed but 43% are thinking about it)

• Half of HEIs in the Americas have already revised their internationalization strategies

• The lowest percentage of HEIs having already revised their strategies is in Africa but the highest percentage not having done it at all is in Europe



3. RESEARCH



Research priorities and activities

◼ Research priorities have not changed, only research in health and welfare increased at 46% of HEIs

◼ At regional level,  Africa shows a high degree of inequality with three groups of HEIs of similar size identifiable (e.g. 

Engineering, manufacturing and construction 30% increase, 38% same level, 32% decrease)

◼ The pandemic did not have a marked effect on the level (local vs. global) at which research is conducted

◼ Research activities have been delayed, especially in the Americas and Africa (at 77% of HEIs)

◼ Main reason: travel restrictions make impossible attending conferences and do field work

◼ At global level no major impact of the pandemic on all research activities

◼ However, in Africa more important and more negative effect



2. TEACHING & LEARNING

Research funding
◼ Research funding has not changed at the majority of HEIs that replied to the survey (60%)

◼ No great difference between private and public HEIs (54% and 62% no change)

◼ However in Africa it is only 45% no change and 40% decrease



Research collaboration
◼ Research collaboration has not changed at the majority of HEIs that replied to the survey 

◼ In Africa there is higher level of inequality with three groups of HEIs of almost the same size identifiable 

◼ The highest percentage of HEIs reporting an increase in the amount and quality of collaboration is in the Americas



4. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT



Community/Societal engagement

◼ Unequal impact on community/societal engagement 47% increase, 33% decrease, 20% no change

◼ Inequality among regions (Africa vs. Americas) and among HEIs inside a single region



Some conclusions
◼ HEIs did not disappear because of the COVID-19 pandemic; on the contrary: they showed incredible resilience

◼ The impact of the pandemic on higher education has been very uneven between different regions of the world and also 

between different HEIs in the same region of the world

◼ Not all the effects of the pandemic have been negative, the pandemic also stimulated innovation and accelerated 

transformations, especially in teaching and learning

◼ The transition to distance or blended learning is the most relevant change that can be sustained beyond the pandemic, 

but it is not the solution to all the challenges created by the pandemic, and its introduction also brings new challenges

◼ The most important challenge for the future of higher education is to maximize the opportunities created for the 

pandemic while minimizing the associated risks

◼ The risk is that only some HEIs in some countries of the world would be able to do it and that inequality increases

◼ The pandemic has shown that global challenges can only be solved globally and that the contribution of the higher 

education community to society is needed more than ever, but the lesson has (still) to be learned

◼ More collaboration between HEIs globally is absolutely necessary to create a better and more sustainable future



Thank you for your attention

Dr van’t Land

IAU Secretary General

www.iau-aiu.net

h.vantland@iau-aiu.net

http://www.iau-aiu.net/

	Slide 1: HIGHER EDUCATION  ONE YEAR INTO THE PANDEMIC
	Slide 2: Introduction
	Slide 3: Regional distribution
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: Impact on revenue
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: Change of internationalization strategy
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23:  Thank you for your attention Dr van’t Land IAU Secretary General  www.iau-aiu.net h.vantland@iau-aiu.net

